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Notes and Definitions 


Abbreviations: 


WIA - Wounded in action 

IIA - Injured in action 

N-B Injury - Non-battle injury 

¥UO - revers of undetermined origin 


Annual Rates per Thousand: Rates in the form of "annual rates 

per thousand men“ are conventionally used in medical 
statistics and reporting. They serve the purpose of 
basing observations on a common time-period. Most 
annual rates in this report are based on observation 
of a month-long period; such rates can be converted 
to rough percentages for the month by dividing them 
by 120, 


Crude Death Rates: This term applies to deaths from all causes 
among the entire army in the theatre, as distinct 
from death rates specific for cause, age, risk, 
and 36 on. 
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HEALTH OF U. S, ARMY TROOPS IN SWPA 
July, 1944 


1, NONEFFECTIVENESS 


The corrected mean daily noneffective rate for the month of June 
(3.9%) represents a slight rise from that of May (3. 6%}. Incamplete 
reports for July indicate that this rise will be continued, apparently 
to 4.2%. The only significant change in the noneffective rate by cause 
during the month of June was in that due to battle casuaities which 
. -reased from 1.5 to 3.7 per thousand per annum. The increase in the 
overall noneffective rate resulted from decreased evacuations, as noted 
in the previous monthly Progress Report. 


2. ADMISSIONS TO SICK REFORT 


The corrected rate for admissions to sick report for June likewise 
shows a rise over May which is estimated to have continued into July. 
The July estimates show significant increases in admissions for fevers 
undiagnosed and for scrub typhus which more than offset the decline in 
respiratory diseases. The increases were largely in the combat area. 


3. DEATHS 


The crude death rate for the month of June showed a moderate rise, 
a decline in deaths from non-battle injuries being offset by an increase 
in those dying in hospitals of battle wounds and those killed in action. 


4. EVACUATIONS 


There was a marked increase in the evacuation rate during the 
month of July, with a corresponding decrease in those boarded and 
awaiting evacuation. There were lll air evacuations to the U. S. 
during the month of July. The percentage of evacuations due to 
dermatitis for the month of July was six times that for the year 143. 
There was also a marked decrease in the percentage of psychoneurosis 
evacuations, the number being approximately one third that for the 


year 1943. 
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LEADING CAUSHS OF NONEFFECTIVENESS - JUNE, 1944 
(Based on Reported Conditions) 
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Army Personnel Remaining on Sick Report 
per Thousand Command Strength 
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MEAN DAILY NONEFFECTIVE RATE FER THOUSAND 
Rate Southwest Facific Area 
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(a) Bstimated, in that this rate is based on Abbreviated (Radiographic ) 
Weekly Statistical Reports, 
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ADMISSIONS TQ SICK RETORT 
Disease and Non-Battle Injuries 
Rates per Thousand per Annum 


Comparative Admission Rates 
July, Annual Rates per 1000 


SWPA, ALL 
SOS Bases 


SOS Bases 
Mainland 


(a) All of the rates above are computed-on the basis of consolidated statis- 
tical reports (¥DMD 86ab) with the exception of that for "SWPA, all" for 
July 1944, which is based on the, abbreviated radiographic statistical 
report. Above rates are subject to change upon receipt of late reports. 


ADMISSIONS TO SICK REPORT, SWRPA 


Rate August, 1942 - July, 1944 inclusive 
per Annual Rates per Thousand 
1000 


Apr [May |Jun | July ©] 
143 145/144! 143 


Cause 
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(b) Based on abbreviated radiographic statistical report. 
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SECRET DEATHS BY CAUSES, SWPA 


Total, 1943; 1944 thru June; and June, 1944 
Absolute Numbers and Crude Annual Rates per Thousand 


1944 thru 
June June, 1944 
Cause 
Rate Rate 
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Automobiles 0.308 
Street cars i 0,005 
' Motorcycles - - 
Railroad 2 0.010 
Air Transportation i5e 0.755: 
Water Transportation 3 0.015 
Drowning 3 0.472 
Burns 24 0.119 
Falls 6 0.030 
Firearms 49 0 
Electrocution 7 
Animals 3 
Poisoning 4 
Other 98 
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Bs Vestal Wali conces Deaths, all causes} 1704 | 8.736 | 2607 12.944 —— 


Based on WDMD 86ab, "Statistical Report"; subject to correction on 
receipt of late information. 
«(Falling trees - 9, Explosions - 8, Farachute jump - 2, Misc. - 4) 
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SECRET  worc: evacuations, swe 10 wITED staTEs 
January, 143 - July, 1944, Inclusive 
per Rates per Thousand per Annum 


MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, (BOARDED). AWAITING EVAC UATE QY TO UNITED STATES 


Rate January, 143 - July, 144, Inclusive 
per Rates per Thousand 


MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, N&W GUINEA TO AUSTRALIA 
January, 1943 - July, 1944, Inclusive 
Rates per Thousand per Annum? . 
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S ECR ET ANALYSIS OF NEW GUINEA MALARIA ATTACK RATE FOR JULY 1 
Malaria Attack Rates per 100C per annum by Areas and Commands 


(Based on Malaria Case Report Cards, and USAFFE Station List Strength) 
GHQ USASOS Sth aF 3th AP pent 
Cc Cc 
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63 4157.9 
5 B sp st By aoe 48.1 
68 19 | 53.2 43.7 
75 | 23.8 | 2 | 27.7 21.6 
2. FI Te 8 0 56.5 
; 77 | 23.6 | 26 | 25.9 29.7 
5 | 95-5] 3 | 33-6 71-3 
de | 91.0 | 15:1 96.7 54.9 
137 | 93.5 | 18 | 50.9 53.9 
Wekde Island 9 1-71.51 128.3 16.7 
Toem 16 |227.4] 18 0 ma 
Biak 167514 4 123.8 
Noemfoor SF feet Of ~ 
Total Geel- 
vink Bay 56 454 80.2 
Arawe iP Se6t 0 
C. Gloucester 1} 14.7] O} 
Total N.B. | 21 e.g) GC 
Admiralties 1 | 20.9} 4 - 
Paoean | a [aoa [3a [aes [ayy [72-4] a7 [9-4 fioe 3.7 | oe 79 nos Da Las | aoe se 
C Total cases ' Summary: New Guinea Primary Attack Rate - (C) 1410, (R) 35.1 
R Rate per 1000 per snnum New Guinea Recurrent Attack " - " 690, * ee 
x 2100 52.4 


Undetermined, as strength 


not reported 3 S EC R ET 
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DISTRIBUTION OF MALARTA ATTACKS BY COMMANDS 
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a. Summary 


STATUS OF HOSPITAL BEDS, SWPA 


C a Hospital Beds in Theatre 
3 
Services of Supply 32450 
Fifth Air Force o ( 
Sixth army 4700 (a) {b) 


Ath Corps 1100 


MANUS - - - eA aga i 250 
fous | amo | 3900 | aso | aaseo | oe | o5.70 | 9x0 
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RATES PER 1000 BER MONTH OF NEW DENTURES 
AND DENTURES REPAIRED — SWPA 


eo ned FMAM J F048 ON DI PM AM. I 7 A BO RD 
1942 1943—Ctis : 1944 

Although the rate per thousand per month of new dentures constructed has 
shown an overall increase from 2.3 in August 1942 to 3.9 in June 1944, the in- 
crease has not been constant. “hus, a peak of 6.1 was noted in May 1943 while 
a rate of only 3.0 was recorded four months later, The figures for the SWPA 
have generally approximated those for overseas Theaters as reported in Section 
7, Monthly Progress Report, Amy Service Forces. Comparing these commands, ine 
rates in January 1943 were 2.4 for overseas Theaters as a whole and 2.7 for the 
SWPA, while the figures were 4.8 and 5.0, respectively, in March 1944. In the 
SVPA, the percentage of troops wearing dentures has risen from approximately 
10% in Jenusry to over 15% at the present time. 


Of particular significance in the graphs above is the steady rise in the 
rate of dentures repaired, the rate in June 1944 being more than triple that in 
August 1942. As experience has show that dentures among military personnel are 
easily and frequently broken, it is recognized that potentially all dentures 
will require repair or re-conditioning periodically, and a continued rise in the 
repair rate can therefore be expected. Because of these factors, an effort is 
being made to increase laboratory facilities to insure that the production and 
repair rates will be muintained or increased as the need arises. 


As combat units have only limited TBA Dental Laboratory equipment, which 
is used primarily to process repairs of dentures actually being worn, the Base 
and Hospital dental laboratcry facilities will continue to assume the respons- 
ibility of constructing the bulk of the new dentures. 
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